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Remembering My Brother
Regina Lau

On June 8, 2013, at my brother B§Ef me-
morial service, | had the privilege to share with you
about Linus' life. | had recounted how he always
lived life to the fullest, fully for the flesh before
knowing Jesus, but truly for The Lord after he re-
ceived Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.

Here is a recap of what | shared giving all
the glory due God. Here also, | will share about the
times that | had the privilege to be with Linus in his
last days.

God is patient - God moved Linus to His
bosom at age 50 by using His servant Bonnie to
lead him to the Cross. As God would have it, Bon-
nie challenged Linus to go to church with her and
they sat in the front row. When Linus lifted his
eyes and saw the cross right in front of him, he
could no longer run from the reality of what Jesus
had done on the cross for him. He could no longer
hide behind the mask of a person who knew God
had saved him from three life threatening inci-
dents to all which he said he would serve Him once
he is out of danger. All these he had forgotten
once he got out. He could no longer run away from
the reality of his sins except to give them up, to
confess and repent and accept Jesus as his Lord
and Savior.

God is faithful - Not too long after that, God
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blessed Linus with Bonnie as his wife and life part-
ner. Then not much longer after that, He called
Linus to become a pastor and he responded which
resulted in preparing him in character and humility
to build and shepherd the Chinese Baptist Church
of Coral Springs. God then moved Bonnie to be Li-
nus' constant and devoted ministry partner and
she faithfully did that to the end.

God knows His own - after his conversion,
God turned Linus' old character traits to use for His
glory. His commitment to family turned to his com-
mitment to the church family that God placed un-
der him. I had first hand experience of this when in
his early thirties, Linus showed his gift of pastoral
care by reminding me of love and care for our fam-
ily when | had neglected them. In his late thirties,
our father was in ICU after an open heart surgery
in San Francisco, Linus was the one who sat by
Dad's bedside and spoke to him most. It was then
that he promised Dad he would take care of his
siblings (two older brothers, two younger brothers
and two sisters). Little did he know that in his early
fifties, after he received Christ, that the care would
turn into spiritual as well as physical and emotion-
al. When | reached out to him, Linus began to pa-
tiently and lovingly show me that life in Jesus is far
better than life for oneself. | was blessed by his
admonishing me of my lifestyle then. | was convict-
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ed to change and was truly blessed with a wonder-
ful husband. Linus then patiently walked with me
in my spiritual growth. He was never further than a
phone call away.

By God's grace, Linus lived the last third of
his life fully for The Lord. He was relentless in shar-
ing the good news of the gospel to those who
came in contact with him through his words, deeds
and mostly his commitment to his Lord. If there
was any regret, it would be that he didn't get to
personally reach two of his brothers to Christ.
However, he also knew well that God's goodness,
plan and timing is far better than his own.

During the last eighteen months of his ill-
ness, Linus and Bonnie and my husband gave me
the privilege of spending much time with him. |
witnessed first hand how Linus lived out the last
part of his life the way he signed off all his corre-
spondence, Soli Deo Gloria: To God Alone Be the
Glory. After the initial shock and struggle with the
diagnosis of the incurable disease, he acknowl-
edged that his life is in God's hands. He continued
to study scripture until he could no longer use his
hands to turn the page or move the mouse. Yet,
Bonnie continued to read scriptures and sang
hymns to him every night.

When we were interviewing full time care-
givers for him and he could still talk a little, he nev-
er missed the chance of sharing the Good News to
them. | know that he had touched the life of at
least two people. He was always aware of the peo-
ple around him and concerned for their spiritual
and physical well being. | knew that he couldn't
express it, but that he prayed all the while.

He shared with you in the "Whisperings"
how blessed he was receiving God's unconditional
love, Bonnie's love and devotion, love of his family
and everyone of you at CBCCS. He regarded you as
his spiritual sons and daughters, brothers and sis-
ters as his family, old and young. His desire was to
have more time with you, to help you mature in
the truth and the love of The Lord. If he could, he
would have liked to teach you from the Book of
Romans and the Book of Psalms.

At one point, he asked me and the family to
pray Psalm 116 with him to draw strength from.

| have learned a lot of lessons from Linus,
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but the most important lesson is how to be a true
follower of Christ. It's not about what you bring to
the table, but rather the condition of your heart.

Even though Linus loved and respect every-
one who worked alongside with him, even those
who were against him, he knew his strength was
to be drawn from the One he served.

| know now why his life hymns were “Near
The Cross" and "My Jesus, | Love Thee".

He lived the last part of his life knowing this:
"Near the cross, a trembling soul
Love and Mercy found me
There the bright and morning star
Sheds its beams around me"

And his hope was in this:
“In mansions of glory and endless delight
I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright
I'll sing with the glittering crown on my brow
If ever | loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now"

Linus, you modeled for me how following
God can turn an egotistical, self-centered self to a
lover and servant of God and persevered even
while going through fire of trials, yet remain fully
committed to The Lord. You have left a legacy of
God's love which is still unfolding with your broth-
ers and sisters maturing in Christ and people turn-
ing to The Lord from your life.

| miss you and our phone conversations.

| shall never forget your desire for me to
know The Lord.

| look forward to that day when God calls
us all home and have a real family reunion.

Thank you for saying yes to God's call and
your love for all of us!

Praise and Glory be to God. Hallelujah!

Your loving sister, Regina
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Getting His Hands Dirty:
Pastor Linus’ Shepherding Care for the Flock

October 20, 2013
Pastor Scott C. Ryan

Pastor Linus took a chance on me. A guy
fresh out of seminary with limited ministry experi-
ence and a heart for the Chinese. Pastor Linus took
me under his wing and showed me the ropes of
pastoral ministry. He did not simply give me “book
knowledge” but guided me through the interper-
sonal side of pastoral ministry — namely, dealing
with people!

In pastoral ministry, one can truly observe a broad §
spectrum of people and their corresponding words
and actions. All kinds of opinions, frustrations, prais-

es, perplexities, ideas, etc, are thrown at the pastor. Pastor Linus provided navigation in
dealing with people, as pastoral ministry is a “people” ministry. We are called “physicians
of the soul.” As | was fresh out of seminary upon taking the position of assistant pastor, |
quickly realized that “theology is easy on paper” but working theology out in real life is
quite another thing.

Pastor Linus showed me the “earthiness” of Scripture through his pastoral care for the
flock. He got his hands dirty. He took me on visitations. He had me sit in on marriage coun-
seling. He discussed how to think through real, life issues dealing with the flock. He told
me how to relate my sermon to the flock, getting me to pull it out of the “seminary world”
and apply it to the audience in front of me. He talked to me how to balance my schedule,
as pastoral ministry can sprawl out all over the place without forethought and prayerful
planning.

| am ever grateful for Pastor Linus and for his coaching me through the beginning
stages of pastoral ministry. What | learned from him was invaluable for today’s work of
pastoral care. | continue to draw on the lessons | learned under him and | pray that | can
be just such a mentor to those who come after me.

Pastor Linus was a true shepherd, being shepherded by the ultimate Shepherd. In
his teaching and pastoral care, Pastor Linus provided me a wonderful model of “tending
the flock.” | look forward to seeing him one day with the rest of the sheep under our King
Shepherd, Jesus Christ himself. To God be the glory!
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Tribute to Pastor Linus Lau
Cathy Yeung

It’s indeed a great honor to have the opportunity
to give tribute to such a great man. Though small in stat-
ure, nothing else about Pastor Linus was small. He was a
great champion of his convictions that earned him his
nickname “Lil’ Chili Pepper” from another life because he
was a force to reckon’ with in his restaurant business.
But when God called him, Pastor Linus became a big
champion for the faith. He shared the gospel wherever
he was and to whomever would listen. A few times, |
went with him to have a “working lunch” where we
would stop talking about ministry so that he could “do”
ministry. And to this day, there is a particular waiter at
Sweet Tomatoes who would remember me and ask
about Pastor. He seldom gave up an opportunity to wit-
ness the gospel. A sister from our CBC-Miami who is a
nurse shared with me that whenever she called him to
translate or minister to a very sick Chinese patient, Pas-
tor would drop his work and run to the hospital for a
chance to share Jesus.

Pastor Linus was also a man of big faith. His
greatest and most constant desire was to seek after
God’s Holiness: to understand the mind and heart of
God and to walk after Him. He used to have church di-
rectory pages posted all around his office, and | would
often find him on his knees at the cross or in the pews in
prayer for congregation members. He prayed through
the church directory over and over. And when we de-
bated whether we could afford phase 2 (this sanctuary
building), he suggested an amMof the dea-
cons didn’t think wi d fund-raise as a sigh to move
forward. Then he we is knees talking about it eve-
ry day to the Father. A nd of the month when it
came time to open the pled , we had collected
pledges amounting to the nu t Pastor Linus gave
us with a few thousand to spare.  Simo would
joke that he should have suggeste en greater
amount.

Pastor Linus was also faithful in the small things.
When | first started full time ministry here at CBCCS, a
congregation member had presented him with an orchid
in a very beautiful and interesting planter. Pastor
faithful in watering it, but somehow the orchid be
wither. So one day, | ask him if | could help hi
and he agreed. Then | took th i of its beautiful
planter and gave it to a sister who was very good with
orchids and asked her to nurture it back to health. The
planter looked very empty so | put a silk plant to fill the
space. Time passed and | forgot about the flower, but
started noticing that there was a leak in pastor’s office. |
looked at the ceiling and couldn’t figure out where the
moisture was coming from. The top of his bookcase was
always wet. Then one day | happened to bump into Pas-

wage 15

tor Linus coming out of the kitchen. He was holding the
artificial orchid and was bragging that he took the orchid
for “a bath” every day. We were laughing so hard when |
convinced him the orchid was not real, I'm not sure if he
figured out what really happened... sorry Pastor Linus!
The greatest test of his faith came with his diagnosis of
ALS. He wondered aloud why God would cut his time
short; he had so much left to do. West Palm mission still
needed nurturing and support, his vision work for the
church is still incomplete, and the hardest part would be
that he would have to be a burden to his wife and leave
her. This gave me insight to a passage in 1 Peter 1:3-7
(ESV):

3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperish-
able, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for

you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through
vealed in the last

now for a little while, if

d to result in praise and glory and honor at the
elation of Jesus Christ.”

The genuineness of Pastor’s faith is certainly
recious than gold. It was purified by the trials and
is illness. As a young man, Pastor had gone
ity on a soccer scholarship. His inten-
but God changed his direction and
he ended u lish literature degree. He was
successful in the bu world. Then God called him: A
sharp mind with an athletic body for the sake of the King-
dom. He didn’t deserve ALS. He was in the prime of his
ministry and serving God faithfully. He took care of his
body. He exercised: Played tennis. He ate well. He didn’t
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eat junk food. It was cruel and painful trial for him to
slowly watch his body deteriorate, and gradually lose
control over those limbs that used to be so well coordi-
nated and graceful, to the point of losing his speech abil-
ities. It was the most cruel and unusual punishment,
especially for a pastor who was faithful to his calling. But
as Miss Heather shared in our Wednesday prayer
meeting, as God took away his abilities one by one, Pas-
tor Linus experienced an increasing reliance and a grow-
ing intimacy in his fellowship with God. It was so deep
that its fruit was revealed in his life testimony. And with-
in our church body, hardened hearts were being
softened and brothers and sisters were being inspired by
his faith walk and life testimony.

Another “Big Thing” about Pastor was his Heart.
He had a big heart: meaning that he had a passion for
people because he had a passion for God. His passion
was penned down into a vision for this church congrega-
tion. He wanted this church body to have HIS same big
heart for:

God (through God’s Word, through Prayer, through Wor-
ship),
Each Other (through Fellowship), and
The Lost (through Evangelism).
This was his Heart behind the 4 w’s: Word, Worship,
Welcome & Witness

And even though it sounds like it should be the
vision for every local church body, the key word for us is
“heart” meaning our genuineness, our desire, our atti-
tude and our unity in striving for these elements. What
is our commitment to God’s Word? Is attitude towards
Worship God-centered or man-centered? How we care
personally and spiritually for each other? Do we have

the compassion, courage a:iég;jstence are the
gospel with whom e meet?
Dear Broth siste e baton has been

passed to us by Pasto If we have gained any en-
couragement from him, o we were ever inspired by
his life and testimony, if we arned by his exam-
ples and non-examples, then inue the work
and his legacy. Let us answer th

To the Church: '

Pastor used to tell me, “A church that prays together,
stays together” It’s not enough to be praying for each
other individually. We need to be praying for each o
in groups. As we pray together we become attun
each other’s needs and we can be encouraged b
other’s prayers. Earlier in my ministr
Linus asked me to attend th nesday night prayer
meeting, | would do it reluctantly or find any excuse to
duck out. Over time, Pastor taught me the spiritual disci-
pline of prayer, and | want to thank him for the gentle
and subtle way he discipled me. And although | used to
feel awkward praying with people | didn’t know well, |
now enjoy being encouraged by this group of brothers
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and sisters and look forward to every Wednesday for
prayer meeting.

To the young:

This is his legacy: how will you carry on the banner of the
gospel? How will you nurture the unity of the body as
you continue the fight against the darkness? It is not
about you personally and yet it is: it’s about the Kingdom
to which you belong. You who have been saved by the
blood of the Lamb: you are foot soldiers in a battle you
cannot see, but that is very real. How will your heart/
attitude be shaped so that it can respond to God in wor-
ship: in your relationship with him through meditating
upon His word, and through prayer?

To the parents, teachers and leaders:

How will you nurture and shape the young through your
daily examples, guidance and teachings? How will you
share Your Heart for God, for Each Other and for the Lost
so that you can carry on the banner of the gospel?

To his Family:

Pastor’s many trips to California, and the time spent on
his knees was for you. He loves you and wishes to be
reunited with you in Heaven, and if you haven’t received
the grace of God’s gift, the salvation by Jesus’ work on
the cross alone, that you would do so. And for those of
you who are saved, that you would continue the work of
the Kingdom.

To his wife:

He grew to love you as Christ loved the church. | loved
to hear Pastor talk about how much he loves you, how
you met, your tumultuous dating period and early mar-
riage life. | loved listening to his stories, because | could
see how God had taken him, a self-directed, self-
centered man and transformed him into one who was
worthy of God’s calling. And as God convicted his heart
daily, he laid down his life for you because of his love for
Him. How rich and blessed your love for each other has
grown and how “one” you h come. During his ill-
ness, when | couldn’t u vhat he wanted or
wanted to say, | o you. With one glance,
more than a , you knew what he wanted. In your
mony, | can see the analogies of God’s
ness, gentleness, patience, faithfulness and

y challenge to you is this: How will you live joyfully
ntil you are reunited?

| would like to end with an encouragement to
rayer from the Apostle Paul, and | know
or Linus’ prayer for you. From Philip-

at your love may abound more
and all discernment. So that
you may approve wi cellent and so be pure and
blameless, for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness, that comes through Jesus Christ, to the
glory and praise of God.”
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% K&K Finally Home

WAL NDRUR B RS -
When engulfed by the terror
of the tempestuous sea,

BECHSADAHHBE
Unknown waves before you roll;
RAIBMUFEELE -

At the end of doubt and peril is eternity,
EMAHGREFTI6MRER -

Though fear and conflict seize your soul.

K885 -
But just think ...
SLAEAEE  BIACRRE!
Of stepping on shore-And finding it Heaven!
HLIRBOLF - BRACRR !
Of touching a hand-And finding it God's!
GRFWGHER - BACTERE!
Of breathing new air-And finding it celestial!
B LR A R ERHF K
Of waking up in glory-And finding it home!
o B KA B FERPIEL -
When surrounded by the blackness
of the darkest night,

t¥ TRELTGING 5
O how lonely death can be;
BF % & B & AR MRGOR K -
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At the end of this long tunnel is a shining light,
1A/ Jo. & & A5 A ARAR ©

For death is swallowed up in victory!

A 88EH -
But just think ...
LG EE BACRRE!
Of stepping on shore-And finding it Heaven!
LIRPAGORLTF - BACLR !
Of touching a hand-And finding it God's!
FRFIIZR c BRILCRRE)!
Of breathing new air-And finding it celestial!
AP R RCERHR!
Of waking up in glory-And finding it home!
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Bl BEARitE SEm A E iy 3 > Bl TR e
BRI EESRIM B IETI#KFE | See you, Pastor Linus!

IR AR P A BT SRR R Bt iy 5. —
HRTME RS S ~ T2 » ARt B R RE A 5 |

Your sister and brother in-Christ*(always are
and always will be indeed!)

FiEE K
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éstor Linus Lau will be forever remembered in my heart. He was a very special man thm
deeply loved and respected everyone he encountered. When I first started attending this
church, he was quick to comfort me to any problems that were going on in my life. He
would listen with an open heart and delivered infinite words of wisdom that were much
appreciated. Without even knowing of my husband being sick, he called him to come in

and have a talk with him. He told him that they were going to pass soon and that we had
to be positive and embrace our afterlife. Though he knew he was sick himself, he was
always looking out for others and lending his help. He cared for other people through their
faith in God and inspired us to always look forward. He was a genuine man that will forev-
er hold a place in my heart.

From Rose Tam
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Pastor Linus was a great pastor, friend, and teacher, but some people
don’t know that he also was a great player at “trouble,” shopping companion,
and dear family member.

When my brother, Nathan, and | were still attending elementary school
together, my “goo ma,” or Bonnie Si-Mo, would sometimes come over to our
house with uncle Linus. They would take us out to arcades like Chuck-E-Cheese,
or usually to the mall, and treated us as if we were their own children. After-
wards, we would always come back home and play a board game called
“trouble.” The objective of the game is to get all your pieces around the board
and back home, based on the number you roll with a dice, and when one person
achieved it, we wait until we get a second place and then a third. When the game
was over uncle Linus would say he was tired and get up to leave, but my brother
and | would always beg to play another round. Just one more! But if he complied
with our request, would we ever stop asking him to stay after a game? We have to stop sometime soon.
So uncle Linus and auntie Bonnie would promise to come back to play with us to put our urge to play
. more at peace until next time.

So, our dearest Pastor Linus simply finished the game before us, and is
waiting for us to finish too. We know that when our time is up here on earth,
when we have made a whole trip around the board, we will finally reunite with
Pastor Linus again, and it will be amazing, because God promised those who put
their faith in Christ, a room in His kingdom, just for them. But until that time, we
have to endure and rely on the dice, on God, and run a good race.

~ Christy Ma

“l have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.”
2 Timothy 4:7
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The Reformed Pastor
Paul and Betty Yiu

We came to know Pastor Linus late, and twitching of a finger, God’s finger, to respond to a
then only for one and half years before he tookill. call, meant that he would plunge into His work
This, by any measure, was too short a time to with the same passion and more. It meant also
know anyone well. Three months after our sojourn that this pastor never had the luxury of a sea-
at CBCCS, we received a pastoral visit, during soned layman, observing from the pew’s vantage,
which Pastor Linus wasted no time to ask us why evaluating, learning the nuts and bolts of Kingdom
we left the West Palm Beach Church. He must work. Rather, Pastor Linus had skipped the
have sized us up rather quickly then, for three “seasoning”, and with the world still very much
days afterwards, we received an invitation to be- inside him, tumbled head-long into the raw, nerve
come church members. We were quite surprised -wrecking stuff that life ministry is made of.
that we are accepted and given the right arm of So, when we came to know Pastor Linus in
fellowship so soon. Somehow, there seems to be his maturity, after 20 years into the ministry, we
an uncanny bond between Pastor Linus and Paul. had actually missed out a lot. We missed his stum-

The two hit off easily bling, his awk-
from the beginning; B> 0 . wardness, his
they shared a love of %’ mistakes and
classical books, an ¥ misjudgments,
affinity to same school his anguish and
of theology, even simi- frustrations. We
lar political alignments. also missed his
Still, we were like new growing, his
kids around the block, faith, and his un-
happily going about relenting love for
- (ah! with fear and his people. Most
‘trembling too) in our important of all,
n%gd niche - the » ! we missed God'’s
West Palm Beach Mi taking Linus by
- : pu hed the ch , rch forward to be-

expectantly for
'\;Blble Study. When
e\‘re;yone with his hearty
would pull a few aside to spe
someone in need. Most of the tir
group with confidence and joviality like'a
iend. We soon discovered that his pastoral v
ing had extenc as Jupiter. Be-
| e had regu inistered
 Miami mother ¢ ins ha ecertalnlyhe ped

dinary pas-

our response, muttered, “Nc should no
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Thanksgiving Report

Pastor Linus Lau
October, 2010

Upon my return from the trip to China, | can’t help but
be amazed by the sovereign power of our Most High
God. | give thanks and praise to our Savior and Lord, for
the following:

1. The display of spiritual maturity of our Coral Springs
congregation: You were faithful and wise, not only
supporting my mission with many prayers, but also
being united as one heart in serving the Lord.

2. God’s protection and provision throughout the trip:
My luggage was never searched. | did not get sick.
My hosts in Shanghai and Guangzhou made all the
arrangements for my sojourn. And they scheduled
all the meetings, with good audiences for both the
training and evangelical sessions. | learned many
lessons about God, my faith, and ministry.

3. The opening-up of China to the gospel: People are
generally more receptive to hearing the gospel. |
was even able to share my faith openly with young
people at the hotel, on the flight from Shanghai to
Guangzhou, and whatever opportunities that God
provided for me. This is a huge change from five
years ago.

4. The annual printing of 5 million copies of the Bible
by the Chinese government: It is amazing to me that
an atheistic and anti-Christian government would
make the Bible so affordable and available to the
general public. It is a complete Bible of good quality
print, sold to the public for $10 RMB (US$1.50).

5. The spiritual growth of our Life Springs Church: They
are a very close-knit community. They meet four
times a week, engaging in Bible study, prayer
meetings and worship. Their Sunday worship is now
split up into morning and afternoon services. Many
of them travel over an hour, one-way. They care for
each other, encourage one another, and love one
another. Many of them read the Bible 3 times a
year, not just for head knowledge, but seeking to do
the Lord’s will. In case you wonder, the distractions
and temptations in the big cities are just as ubiqui-
tous as in America. But they are serious in living out
the authentic Christian life. They were also very ex-
cited about being trained for EE. Even without the
benefit of the full curriculum, some of them had
already become competent in personal evangelism.

6. The hunger of our brothers and sisters that returned
to Guangzhou: Though new in their faith, they are
passionate witnesses for the Lord. They share their
faith with their friends, relatives, and whoever
would listen. They invited as many people as they
could for our meetings, so that they had the oppor-
tunity to hear the gospel.
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